
Page 1 of 3 * Updated December 2009 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Complete these tasks carefully. They are an important factor in considering your application. CELTA is an intensive four-
week course of study. Because of this, candidates need to be fully prepared for the demands of the course and show that 
they are able to research language structures, a skill required of ESL teachers. Keep in mind that we cover language 
analysis on the CELTA course, so we do not expect you to be an expert in grammar before the course starts.    
 

• To help you may refer to a grammar book such as “Practical English Usage” by Michael Swan (Oxford 
University Press) or any other grammar reference book you might have at home or find in the library/book store.  

• The internet is also a great source of information. If you’re looking for a site, try: 
http://esl.about.com/od/englishgrammar/English   

 
 
Please hand-write brief answers to the following questions: 

1) What aspects of the English language do you think would be especially difficult: 
a) for learners with a particular first language?  (Please specify which language.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) for any learners, regardless of their first language? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Think of a positive teaching scenario you have experienced as a student. What aspects of that teacher and his/her 

teaching style do you think would be particularly effective in an English Language Teaching (ELT) environment?   
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3) Think about yourself as a foreign language learner (in a classroom situation and/or outside).  How did you make 
progress?  How did your attitude to the language develop? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Reflecting on your answers from the previous sections, what do you think constitutes a good language lesson? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Vocabulary:  How would you explain to a language learner the difference in meaning between the following pairs 

of words?  Please try to use simple and direct language in your explanation. 

Example:  Rob : Steal 

Answer:  Rob is to take something that is not yours.  You rob people or places taking something that belongs to 

them. E.g. He robbed the bank.  Steal is also to take something that is not yours, but we use it differently.  You 

steal items from people or places.  E.g. He stole money from the bank. 

a) Alone : Lonely 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b) Win : Beat 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c) Go back : Come back 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6) Structure:  How would you explain to a language learner the difference in meaning between the following pairs of 

sentences: 

a) When he arrived, we had eaten dinner. 

b) When he arrived, we ate dinner. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c) By this time next year, I will have finished college. 

d) By this time next year, I will be finishing college. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

e) I've been busy all morning, I've painted the porch. 

f) I've been busy all morning, I've been painting the porch. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7) Word Stress 
 

All words of more than two syllables in English have one specific syllable which is stressed. For example, in the noun 
‘produce’ (fruit/vegetable in a grocery store) the ‘stress’—i.e. the louder syllable—is the first syllable: ‘PROduce’ Oo. 
But in the verb ‘to produce’ (to make/create something) the stress is on the second syllable ‘proDUCE’ oO.  
 
In the following words, underline the syllable which takes the main stress, then put the word into the correct column 
below according to the number of syllables and the main stress. 
 
examples: banana  hospitality   menu 
 
 
momentous bystander superb    independent    undeniable       reliable 
 
computer burger  photographic   photograph    photographer       ratio                                    
 
 

oO 
 

Oo Ooo oOo ooOo oOoo ooOoo 

produce (verb) 
 
 
 
 
 

menu 
produce (noun) 

 
 
 
 
 

 banana   hospitality 

 
O = stressed syllable 
o = unstressed syllable 
 

 


